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BEYOND THE LITTLE BLAGESBRFESS

An interview with fashion icon Nicole Miller
By Diane Leone

hat do little black dresses, celebrities in
fashion shows, designer boutiques and
exquisite pieces of furniture have in
common? Fashion designer Nicole Miller, of
course. All of us know about “the little black dress,” well,
Nicole Miller basically created that phenomenon. You
might find it interesting that as she was becoming known,
she found it hard to get placement in the big-box
department stores, so she created the “designer
boutique” concept that is still around and thriving today.
Ms. Miller has partnered with Excelsior Designs for
her latest project, which has taken her into home
furnishings. She was introducing her Dakota Upholstery
line at the July Las Vegas World Market as well as
showcasing her existing line of bedroom, dining room,
home office and living room furniture. The line is made in
Italy and features beautiful woods and exotic veneers —
including Zebrano, Macassar Ebony, Tanganyika — and
runs from transitional to modern styling. The Dakota
Upholstery line features beautiful fabrics and clean lines.
| had the opportunity to sit down and talk with Ms.
Miller who is currently completing a book on entertaining.
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Diane Leone: When did you introduce your first furniture
collection with Excelsior Designs, and what was your
inspiration?

Nicole Miller: We rolled out the case good collections
three years ago and are just showcasing the upholstered
collection. It's great to see the finished product; the
fabrics are beautiful on the pieces. My furniture has a
French-Deco influence. It is a look | am familiar with and
like. It has inspiration from the midcentury modern;
however, | felt that the '50s was too exploitive and not the
right place to go so | wanted the pieces to reflect the
modernist period, early- to mid-20th century with a
French inspiration.

DL: What are average price points on your furnishings?
NM: Each piece runs medium-high to high. The
workmanship and quality is exquisite.

DL: | love the exotic veneers. What do you say to people
who think veneer cheapens the furniture?

(Veneers are actually thin, thin layers of wood that are
used to give decoration and interest to furniture pieces.)
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NM: Veneer requires a delicate hand. Aren't they
gorgeous? | love the exotic look they give to the furniture.

DL: | want to ask you your thoughts on the past 20 years,
the little black dress and the designer boutiques. What
are your thoughts about your journey so far?

NM: It went by fast! | have so much more to do. | am
reissuing two of my former perfumes that are in high
demand, and | am launching a line of sportswear in the
fall.

DL: You are certainly busy. | understand that you are also
writing a book on entertaining.

NM: | love to do themed dinner parties inspired by my
travels and favorite movies. | recently designed
centerpieces with fruit and flowers that reflected
headdresses worn by Indonesian women. They were
quite spectacular. It was inspired by my tropical
showroom.

DL: | want to thank you for taking time to talk with me. It
was a pleasure, and | hope you have a wonderful market
opening.

Ms. Miller and | have “themed” dinner parties in
common and enjoyed talking about various parties we

had designed. As you can imagine, where she paid
someone to design her centerpieces, | designed
(translation: made!) my own. Nevertheless, it was great to
swap ideas and stories about how we both loved
designing the theme and the décor of the party. | found
Ms. Miller to be down-to-earth, genuine and polite. She
seemed a bit nervous (with a gathering group of people
waiting to interview her or just shake her hand), but she
was genuinely interested in real topics and conversation.
Her furniture line with Excelsior Designs is truly
exquisite. | loved all of it. The pieces had a nice visual
presence, are beautiful and reflect quality crafting. More
information on the Nicole Miller Collection can be found
online at www.NicoleMillerFurniture.com. You can access
this line through your personal decorator or designer.
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