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GULICOAST ISLANDS ARE A NEARBY TROPICAL ESCAPE sy piane Lrone

noticeable atmospheric change
takes place as soon as drivers
start to cross the three-mile-long
causeway that separates Ft.
Myers from Sanibel Island. By
the time cars reach the
bridge over Blind Pass that leads to Captiva
Island, the clear azure water, strong breeze,
and tropical palms all but command the
vehicle's windows down.

Sanibel and Captiva Islands together com-
prise a half-dozen miles of Florida shoreline.
The islands are just under six hours away
from the River City. The route is simple
enough, consisting mainly of long stretches
of Interstates 95 South, 4 West, and 75
South. The area looks like the old Florida
captured in vintage postcards: the islands
are dotted with exotic foliage and brightly-
colored buildings in hues of flamingo pink,
lime green, lemon yellow and coral.

One of the area’s most popular destina-
tions, the South Seas Resort, can be found on
the northern tip of Captiva Island. Following
the hard-hitting hurricanes of 2004, the
resort underwent an extensive renovation
process that lasted two years. The end result
is a warm and welcoming lodge that boasts a
variety of amenities. In addition to the usual
poolside attractions that lure most visitors,
guests may choose to take advantage of the
resort’s enviable shelling grounds. Seafaring
guests may prefer sailboat cruises to North
Captiva, sunset cruises, a nighttime astrono-
my cruise, or an afternoon on a rented kayak
or jet ski. Of course, no Florida resort is com-
plete without a golf course, and South Seas
offers a newly renovated nine-hole, par-three
layout that hugs the northern and western
shores of the island.

The resort (and, actually, the island itself) is
a sanctuary of wildlife and tropical plants. Be

sure to catch the sunrise over the water in the

morning. Pelicans, manatees, and dolphins are
all visible at the islands in February, when the
warm waters teem with fish.

Speaking of fish—February visitors can
learn how to utilize fresh seafood to create
homemade sushi with Chef Aung Zin Oo,
sushi chef of the Sanibel Fish House. The
popular seafood restaurant hosts sushi class-
es each Wednesday. For a more romantic
excursion, a Valentine's Day sunset cruise
offered by Adventures in Paradise fits the bill.
The cruise sets sail from Port Sanibel Marina
and continues through San Carlos Bay.
Guests will be able to watch dolphins splash
before a backdrop of hundreds of birds flock-
ing to Bird Island for their nightly roost.

Of course, in a place this beautiful, cou-
ples—especially those fond of long walks on
the beach—can find plenty to fall in love
with on their own. 3k

SlamDunk

The Wyndham Orlando Resort has a new deal designed specifically for NBA fans. Its
“Magic City" package treats guests to a collection of perks well suited for sports
buffs. First, a cooler stocked with cold beer is placed in the room at check-in, plus a
feast of two dozen wings and a
pitcher of brewskies is provided
at the poolside bar. Shuttle ser-
vice takes fans to and from the
Amway Center, the Orlando
Magic’s home court. And you
even get $10 worth of free
game play at the nearby Dave &
Busters. Rates start at $159 per
night and are available through
April 30. For details, visit wynd-
ham.com. 3k BYJOHN O'MARA
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Happy Anniversary
Few artists have captured Florida’s L L,
swampy landscape like acclaimed
photographer Clyde Butcher. For
more than 40 years, his large-format
black-and-white photos have pre-
served beautiful and untouched
areas rarely traversed by most
| Floridians. This month, Butcher and
 his wife Niki celebrate the 20th
~ anniversary of their Big Cypress
Gallery in the Florida Everglades
with a rare open house February 16-18. Visitors are invited to meet the
 lensman, take guided tours of his secluded property and peruse the
gallery. Tours are $50 for adults, which includes a $25 credit in the
gallery. Details at clydebutcher.com. 3 BY JOHN O'MARA




