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This was a fun article to write although it
was tough to try to narrow down the field
of interior designers that | would label the
“Top Five”. So, | tried to look at their
style, enduring design that they
contributed to how we live today and
what impact they might have made. Here
goes....

Dorothy Draper

“It is just as disastrous to have the wrong
accessories in your room as it is to wear
sport shoes with an evening dress.” -
Quote from online nymag article by
Wendy Goodman, quoting Dorothy
Draper

Dorothy Draper was born in wealth in
1889 in a very exclusive American
community called Tuxedo Park. In 1923
Ms. Draper established the first interior
design company in the United States is
credited with being the first to
“professionalize” the interior design
industry. What is truly amazing about this
is that she did it at a time that it was
unheard of for a woman to go into
business for herself.

www.dorothydraper.com

Carelton Varney, who wrote her
biography, The Draper Touch, says she,
‘revolutionized the concept of “design” by breaking away from the historical
“period room” styles that dominated the work of her predecessors and
contemporaries.” A daring designer and woman indeed. Ms. Draper invented
“Modern Baroque”, a style used often in large public spaces and in modern
architecture. She loved public space. It inspired her. One of her many famous
public designs was the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. It is nicknamed
the “Dorotheum”.

Ms. Draper is famous for using vibrant, bold colors in never-before-seen
combinations. For example, she would use aubergine and pink and add a splash
of chartreuse along with a splash of turquoise blue. You've surely seen or are
familiar with her signature “cabbage rose” chintz which she loved to use with a
bold stripe. You might even have something similar in your home décor. Another
of her trademark looks included large, paneled and lacquered doors sometimes
with plaster or mirror frames.

She designed hotels such as The Carlyle in New York, The Essex House in New
York, The Fairmont in San Francisco and the Beverly Hills Hotel in

California. Have you ever been to the Plaza in New York or the Drake Hotel in
Chicago? Yes, those are spaces she designed. She designed hospitals,
department stores, stores, airplanes, theatres, and private residences including
the likes of The Duke and Duchess of Windsor.

She also designed a line of furiture for Heritage and Ficks Reed Co. as well as
fabric lines for F. Schumaker. Quite a bit of her work survives in the lobbies of
apartment buildings and hotels. She designed the Greenbrier in White Sulphur
Springs, West Virginia and one famous room, The Victorian Writing Room was
once thought to be the most photographed room in the United States.

Her work continues to be on display and Recently A pecti
exhibition of her work was displayed by the Museum of the City of New York an
exhibition that was in Fort Lauderdale Florida earlier this year. Her company is
still around and you cannot go through life in America without coming into
contact with some design that she influenced or created. Carelton Varney said,
“That any of her work remains... speaks volumes about her talent. Her touch has
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survived in a time that does not value the past.

She was truly the last grande dame.”

To find more information on Dorothy Draper, her projects and the company that
survives today go to www dorothydraper.com.

Charles and Ray
Eames

“Better living through better design”
was their mantra and is one that led
a huge design shift in the 1940s and
1950s. Design Within Reach retailer
says it was “a revolution of form, an
exciting visual language that
signaled a new age and a fresh
start” and they were talking about
Charles and Ray Eames. They were
a husband and wife team who had
incredible synergy and together,
their view of the world and design
shaped a whole new look in fumiture
and space. It was lean, sleek,
modern, simple and sophisticated. It
was beautiful yet functional. In
furniture they are famous for bent
plywood chairs and molded
fiberglass seating but they also had grand ideas of making the world better and
more obtainable for everyone. ¥

www_loc.gov/exhibits/eames

They not only designed their home but in the postwar era, a time when soldiers
were retumning from war and housing was in demand, they designed a do-it-
yourself house kit called the “Kwikset” because they wanted to “bring the good
life to the general public in an affordable way. The Eamses were pioneers of
good design for minimal costs using “pre-fabricated standardized parts.” They
were of mass pi ion of architectural used in building
homes, fumishings and accessories. They felt that good design could improve
the quality of life. You see their design all around you. When you look at the
magazine DWELL, the modern style of homes you see in the pages of that
magazine have their roots in the designs by Charles and Ray Eames.

When you look at Herman Miller furniture, you see their fumniture style. You can
find it at Design Within Reach. They started the modem movement and left us
with incredible enduring styles.

To read more about the Eames go to www loc. gov/exhibits/eames/

Barbara
Barry

“I grew up valuing simplicity
and appreciating small
details”...Barbara Barry
Barbara Barry is a modern day
designer. On her website she
describes herself as an artist
who “sees the world very much  www.bakerfurniture.com
in terms of light, form, color and

texture” and “in the products | design, | strive to find the fluid line, with forms that
speak to the body and call us to use them”. | love that....it really describes her
design style. Her line of furniture is licensed by Henridon which is a high end line
of furnishings. On my last trip to High Point, | visited the showroom and just sat
in the showroom full of her style, sofas, chairs, tables and fabrics. It felt at once
old Holly yet and inviting. Her style is classic and
timeless. It's not really modern yet it has clean, interesting lines. You can find her
fabric at Kravet Fabrics and it is one their best sellers. She designs many things
including tile and stone through Ann Sacks, lighting by Boyd, Bath products by
Kallista Bath Products and has a new line of home fragrances...."| love the way
a fragrance makes a room come alive.” Barbara Barry

Take a look at her website, www barbarabarry. com and really look at her
designs. If you can see her items in a store, you will see the “fiuid lines” of her
design. The Iron Gate in Jacksonville Florida carries her fumishings but hurry
and get in there because as of 9/26/08 they are having a “fire sale” as they are
closing. You could get a great deal on a Barbara Barry original.

Nate Berkus

Nate Berkus first came on the national radar on the Oprah Winfrey show. | know
him as “Oprah'’s Interior designer”. This brutally handsome designer with brilliant
blue eyes is self taught, having had a passion for design since grade school. He
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and his partner were caught in
the Asian Tsunami on
December 26, 2004 and
tragically, his partner was lost
but Oprah sent her own team to
look for Nate.

Nate interned with Dominique
Aurinetis in Paris France. He
formed Nate Berkus Associates
in 1995 at the age of 24. In
2001, Nate hit the national
scene. He was invited to do a
makeover of a small room for
the Oprah Winfrey show.

His style is modern and
natural. It seems to reflect who
he is. Check out his firms work
and more information on him at
www.nateberkus.com . www.nateberkus.com

Vern Yip — of HGTV Fame

“One room at a time, Vern Yip is designing his way across America.” Quote from
Vern Yip website.www.vernyip.com

Rounding my top five picks of best interior designers is a gentieman that |
followed on HGTV. He was a designer on Trading Spaces and has designed

countless public spaces [~ .

including many restaurants. His
}

most recent venture is
promoting digital home
makeovers through AOL and
he is promoting designs of
Stain master Carpet and Moen
faucets.

Vern calls himself a classic over
achiever and all of the awards
he has proves it. They are quite
impressive and include 2003

Distinguished Southerner
Award, Southern Living
Magazine; 200 Southeast
Designer of the Year.

Vern's style is modem and comfortable. His work is known for having attention to
detail with precise, clean-lined interiors. You could always see it in Trading
Spaces and you can see it in his high-end work. His childhood influences of
traveling though out Asia, Latin America and Europe contribute to his design
flare. He has an eclectic style that seems to appeal to many. To see more of his
work and learn more about Vern go to: www.vemyip.com.

There are many, many incredible designers out there. You don't have to be a
millionaire to have the look and design that they create in your home. Study their
work and create it yourself. With designers like Dorothy Draper and Charles and
Ray Eames, there'’s a good chance you already have something in your home
that was influenced by them.

For more info: www barbarabarry com ;
www.nateberkus.com ; www.vernyip.com ;
www.dorothydraper.com www.loc.gov/exhibits/eames
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